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legislator generic drugs if they are the
same component, but oftentimes we
are seeing the managed care reform not
agree to the latest prescription medi-
cation that has the most success rate
that a lot of our National Institutes of
Health dollars go into research, and
they are prescribing something or say-
ing, no, we will only pay for something
that maybe is 5 or 10-year-old tech-
nology. Again, that is not what people
pay for. They want the latest because
again the most success rate. And it
ought to be in the long run cheaper for
insurance companies to be able to pay
up front instead of having someone go
into the hospital and have huge hos-
pital bills because maybe they did not
provide the most successful prescrip-
tion medication.

There are a lot of things in managed
care reform, antigag rules, and | know
some managed care companies are
changing their process and they are
changing it because of the market sys-
tem. That is great. | encourage them to
do it. But city councils, State legisla-
tors and Members of Congress, we do
not pass the laws for the people who do
right, we do not pass the laws for the
companies who treat their customers
right. We have to pass the laws for the
people who treat their customers
wrong. That is why we have to pass
this and put it in statute and say even
though XYZ company may allow doc-
tors to freely discuss with their pa-
tients potential medical services, or
they may have an outside appeals proc-
ess, a timely outside appeals process,
but we still need to address those peo-
ple who are not receiving that care.

I can tell you just from the calls and
the letters we get in our own office,
without doing any scientific surveys,
we get a lot of calls from people, partly
because | talk about it a lot not only
here but in the district. But people
need some type of reform.
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Mr. Speaker, | hope this Congress
will do it timely. When the gentleman
mentioned a while ago that he heard
our committee may conduct hearings
all summer, that is great. | mean |
would like to have hearings in our
committee, but we got to go to mark
up what we learn from our committee.
We have to make the legislative proc-
ess work, the committee process work.
We will put our amendments up and see
if they work, and maybe they are not
good, and we can sit down with the
Members of the other side.

But that is what this democracy and
this legislative process is about, and
last session it was terminated, it was
wrong, and we saw what happened. We
delayed, and there was no bill passed.
It did not even receive a hearing in the
Senate because it actually was a step
backward in changing State laws like
in Texas.

So | would hope this session, maybe
with the discharge rule being filed to-
morrow, we will see that we are going
down that road, but maybe we can ac-
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tually see maybe hearings in June
when we come back after celebrating
Memorial Day, and with a short time
we can, a lot of us have worked on this
issue. So, sure, | would like to have
some hearings, but maybe we could
have a markup before the end of July
or June or mid July, something like
that, so we could set it on a time frame
where we would vote maybe before the
August recess on this floor of the
House for a real managed care reform,
and when we vote on the House floor,
let us not just come out with a bill and
say, ‘“Take it or leave it.”” As my col-
leagues know, let us have the legisla-
tive process work within reason and so
we can come up with different ideas on
how it works and the success.

So again | thank the gentleman for
taking the time tonight and my col-
leagues here, and particularly glad we
had the first hour.

Mr. PALLONE. | want to thank the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. GREEN). He
brought up a number of really good
points, if | could just, as my colleague
knows, comment on them a little bit.

I mean first of all | think it is impor-
tant to stress that with this discharge
petition, we are not doing it out of
spite or disrespect or anything like
that. We just want this issue brought
to the floor, and as my colleague said,
as my colleagues know, having hear-
ings all summer does not do the trick.
So far we have not gotten any indica-
tion from the Republican leadership or
the committee leadership that there is
any date certain to mark up this bill in
committee and to bring it to the floor,
and that is why we need to go the dis-
charge petition way.

The other thing the gentleman said I
think is so important is he talked
about how the Texas law, which does
apply to a significant number of people
in Texas, even not everyone, that both
the cost issue and the issue of the fear,
I guess, of frivolous lawsuits has so far
proven not to be the case. In other
words, the, as my colleagues know, one
of the criticisms of HMO reform or Pa-
tients’ Bill of Rights that the insur-
ance companies raise unfairly is the
fact that it is going to cost more, and
in fact in Texas it has been found that
the cost, there is practically no in-
creased costs whatsoever. | think it
was a couple of pennies or something
that | read about.

And in terms of this fear that there
are going to be so many lawsuits and
everybody is going to be suing, actu-
ally there have been very few suits
filed, and the reason | think is because
when we put in the law that people can
sue the HMO, prevention starts to take
place. They become a lot more careful
about what they do, they take preven-
tive measures, and the lawsuits do not
become necessary because you do not
have the damages that people sue for.
So | think that is a very important
point.

The other point the gentleman made
that | think is really crucial is the sug-
gestion that somehow because of the
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debate and because of the pressure that
is coming from, as my colleagues
know, the talk that is out there, that
somehow many; some HMOs | should
say; are starting to provide some of
these patient protections, and the gen-
tleman’s point is well taken, that even
though some of them may be doing it,
and there are not really that many
that are, but even though some of them
are doing it, that does not mean that
we do not need the protections passed
as a matter of law for those, as my col-
leagues know, bad actors, if you will,
who are not implementing these Pa-
tients’ Bill of Rights.

So there needs to be a floor. These
are nothing more than commonsense
proposals that are sort of a floor of pro-
tections. They are not really that out-
rageous, they are just, as my col-
leagues know, the commonsense kind
of protections that we need.

So | think that our time is up, but I
just wanted to thank my colleague
from Texas. We are going to continue
to push. Tomorrow the gentleman from
Michigan (Mr. DINGELL) is going to file
the rule for this discharge petition, and
we are going to get people to sign it so
we can bring up the Patient Bill of
Rights.

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
Wilson). Pursuant to clause 12 of rule I,
the Chair declares the House in recess
subject to the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 9 o’clock and 35 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess
subject to the call of the Chair.
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The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. DREIER) at 12 o’clock and
33 minutes a.m.

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 1401, NATIONAL DEFENSE
AUTHORIZATION ACT FOR FIS-
CAL YEAR 2000

Mrs. MYRICK, from the Committee
on Rules, submitted a privileged report
(Rept. No. 106-166) on the resolution (H.
Res. 195) providing for consideration of
the bill (H.R. 1401) to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal years 2000 and 2001
for military activities of the Depart-
ment of Defense, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for fiscal years 2000
and 2001, and for other purposes, which
was referred to the House Calendar and
ordered to be printed.

SENATE BILLS AND JOINT RESO-
LUTIONS APPROVED BY THE
PRESIDENT SUBSEQUENT TO
SINE DIE ADJOURNMENT

The President, subsequent to sine die
adjournment of the 2nd Session, 105th
Congress, notified the Clerk of the
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House that on the following dates he
had approved and signed bills and joint
resolutions of the Senate of the fol-
lowing titles:

November 10, 1998:

S. 459. An act to amend the Native Amer-
ican Programs Act of 1974 to extend certain
authorizations, and for other purposes.

S. 1364. An act to eliminate unnecessary
and wasteful Federal reports.

S. 1718. An act to amend the Weir Farm
National Historic Site Establishment Act of
1990 to authorize the acquisition of addi-
tional acreage for the historic site to permit
the development of visitor and administra-
tive facilities and to authorize the appro-
priation of additional amounts for the acqui-
sition of real and personal property, and for
other purposes.

S. 2241. An act to provide for the acquisi-
tion of lands formerly occupied by the
Franklin D. Roosevelt family at Hyde Park,
New York, and for other purposes.

S. 2272. An act to amend the boundaries of
Grant-Kohrs Ranch National Historic Site in
the State of Montana.

S. 2375. An act to amend the Securities Ex-
change Act of 1934 and the Foreign Corrupt
Practices Act of 1977 to improve the competi-
tiveness of American business and promote
foreign commerce, and for other purposes.

S. 2500. An act to protect the sanctity of
contracts and leases entered into by surface
patent holders with respect to coalbed meth-
ane gas.

November 12, 1998:

S. 759. An act to amend the State Depart-
ment Basic Authorities Act of 1956 to require
the Secretary of State to submit an annual
report to Congress concerning diplomatic
immunity.

S. 1132. An act to modify the boundaries of
the Bandelier National Monument to include
the lands within the headwaters of the Upper
Alamo Watershed which drain into the
Monument and which are not currently with-
in the jurisdiction of a Federal land manage-
ment agency, to authorize purchase or dona-
tion of those lands, and for other purposes.

S. 1134. An act granting the consent and
approval of Congress to an interstate forest
fire protection compact.

S. 1408. An act to establish the Lower East
Side Tenement National Historic Site, and
for other purposes.

S. 1733. An act to amend the Food Stamp
Act of 1977 to require food stamp State agen-
cies to take certain actions to ensure that
food stamp coupons are not issued for de-
ceased individuals, to require the Secretary
of Agriculture to conduct a study of options
for the design, development, implementa-
tion, and operation of a national database to
track participation in Federal means-tested
public assistance programs, and for other
purposes.

S. 2129. An act to eliminate restrictions on
the acquisition of certain land contiguous to
Hawaii Volcanoes National Park.

S.J. Res. 35. Joint Resolution granting the
consent of Congress to the Pacific Northwest
Emergency Management Arrangement.

November 13, 1998:

S. 191. An act to throttle criminal use of
guns.

S. 391. An act to provide for the disposition
of certain funds appropriated to pay judge-
ment in favor of the Mississippi Sioux Indi-
ans, and for other purposes.

S. 417. An act to extend certain programs
under the Energy Policy and Conservation
Act and the Energy Conservation and Pro-
duction Act, and for other purposes.

S. 1397. An act to establish a commission
to assist in commemoration of the centen-
nial of powered flight and the achievements
of the Wright brothers.
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S. 1525. An act to provide financial assist-
ance for higher education to the dependents
of Federal, State, and local public safety of-
ficers who are killed or permanently and to-
tally disabled as the result of a traumatic in-
jury sustained in the line of duty.

S. 1693. An act to provide for improved
management and increased accountability
for certain National Park Service programs,
and for other purposes.

S. 1754. An act to amend the Public Health
Service Act to consolidate and reauthorize
health professions and minority and dis-
advantaged health education programs, and
for other purposes.

S. 2364. An act to reauthorize and make re-
forms to programs authorized by the Public
Works and Economic Development Act of
1965 and the Appalachian Regional Develop-
ment Act of 1965.

S. 2432. An act to support programs of
grants to States to address the assistive
technology needs of individuals with disabil-
ities, and for other purposes.

BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS
APPROVED BY THE PRESIDENT
SUBSEQUENT TO SINE DIE AD-
JOURNMENT

The President, subsequent to sine die
adjournment of the 2nd Session, 105th
Congress, notified the Clerk of the
House that on the following dates he
had approved and signed bills and joint
resolutions of the following titles:

November 10, 1998:

H.R. 378. An act for the relief of Heraclio
Tolley.

H.R. 379. An act for the relief of Larry
Errol Pieterse.

H.R. 1794. An act for the relief of Mai Hoa
““Jasmin’’ Salehi.

H.R. 1834. An act for the relief of Mercedes
Del Carmen Quiroz Martinez Cruz.

H.R. 1949. An act for the relief of Nuratu
Olarewaju Abeke Kadiri.

H.R. 2744. An act for the relief of Chong Ho
Kwak.

H.R. 3633. An act to amend the Controlled
Substances Import and Export Act to place
limitations on controlled substances brought
into the United States.

H.R. 3723. An act to authorize funds for the
payment of salaries and expenses of the Pat-
ent and Trademark Office, and for other pur-
poses.

H.R. 4501. An act to require the Secretary
of Agriculture and the Secretary of the Inte-
rior to conduct a study to improve the access
for persons with disabilities to outdoor rec-
reational opportunities made available to
the public.

H.R. 4821. An act to extend into fiscal year
1999 the visa processing period for diversity
applicants whose visa processing was sus-
pended during fiscal year 1998 due to em-
bassy bombings.

November 11, 1998:

H.R. 4110. An act to amend title 38, United
States Code, to improve benefits and services
provided to Persian Gulf War veterans, to
provide a cost-of-living adjustment in rates
of compensation paid to veterans with serv-
ice-connected disabilities, to enhance pro-
grams providing health care, compensation,
education, insurance, and other benefits for
veterans, and for other purposes.

November 12, 1998:

H.R. 1023. An act to provide for compas-
sionate payments with regard to individuals
with blood-clotting disorders, such as hemo-

philia, who contracted human immuno-
deficiency virus due to contaminated
antihemophilic factor, and for other pur-
poses.
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H.R. 2070. An act to amend title 18, United
States Code, to provide for the testing of cer-
tain persons who are incarcerated of ordered
detained before trial, for the presence of the
human immunodeficiency virus, and for
other purposes.

H.R. 2263. An act to authorize and request
the President to award the Congressional
Medal of Honor posthumously to Theodore
Roosevelt for his gallant and heroic actions
in the attack on San Juan Heights, Cuba,
during the Spanish-American War.

H.R. 3267. An act to direct the Secretary of
the Interior, acting through the Bureau of
Reclamation, to conduct a feasibility study
and construct a project to reclaim the
Salton Sea, and for other purposes.

H.R. 4083. An act to make available to the
Ukrainian Museum and Archives the USIA
television program “Window on America’.

H.R. 4164. An act to amend title 28, United
States Code, with respect to the enforcement
of child custody and visitation orders.

November 13, 1998:

H.R. 633. An act to amend the Foreign
Service Act of 1980 to provide that the annu-
ities of certain special agents and security
personnel of the Department of State be
computed in the same way as applies gen-
erally with respect to Federal law enforce-
ment officers, and for other purposes.

H.R. 2204. An act to authorize appropria-
tions for fiscal years 1998 and 1999 for the
Coast Guard, and for other purposes.

H.R. 3461. An act to approve a governing
international fishery agreement between the
United States and the Republic of Poland,
and for the other purposes.

H.R. 4283. An act to support sustainable
and broad-based agricultural and rural devel-
opment in sub-Saharan Africa, and for other
purposes.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. YOuNG of Alaska (at the request
of Mr. ARMEY) for today and the bal-
ance of the week on account of official
business.

Mr. SCARBOROUGH (at the request of
Mr. ARMEY) after 6:30 p.m. today and
Thursday, May 27, on account of family
matters.

Mr. UNDERwoOOD (at the request of
Mr. GEPHARDT) for today and Thurs-
day, May 27, on account of official busi-
ness.

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. FOSSELLA) to revise and
extend their remarks and include ex-
traneous material:)

Mr. JoNEs of North Carolina, for 5
minutes, May 27.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN, for 5 minutes,
today.

Mrs. CuBIN, for 5 minutes, today.

Mrs. CHENOWETH, for 5 minutes,
today.

Mr. FOSSELLA, for 5 minutes, today.
Mrs. FOWLER, for 5 minutes, today.
Mrs. KELLY, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. THUNE, for 5 minutes, today.
Mrs. MORELLA, for 5 minutes, today.
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